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Wissensehaft, contains matter that is relevant in a monograph, but that 
in a history ought to be distributed through several of the previous chap- 
ters. Chap, x on the repudiation of ritual contains matter that belongs 
historically in every other chapter of the book. The introductory 
chapters belong logically at the end of the book as the conclusion from 
its reasoning. The tendency to the topical rather than the historical 
method of treatment allies this book with A. B. Davidson's Theology of 
the Old Testament rather than with H. P. Smith's History of the Religion 

of Israel. 

Lewis Bayles Paton 
Hartford Theological Seminary 



NEW BABYLONIAN TEXT 

For some time Professor A. T. Clay has been directing for Yale 
University the accumulation of an important collection of cuneiform 
tablets which at present number nearly eight thousand. The University 
now proposes to make the collection available for the general public, 
not only by publishing the texts, but by accompanying them as far as 
practicable by transliteration, translation, and commentary. 

Under the able editorship of Professor Clay, the first volume of the 
series 1 has now appeared; and how fully it carries out the general plan 
may be seen from the fact that out of fifty-three texts published forty- 
two are interpreted. Most of the material is new, although in a few 
cases duplicates of already-published texts have been included, e.g., 
No. 20 corresponds to C.T. 32:6; No. 27 to C.T. 21:18, 19, and No. 44 
to a text published by Winckler. These duplicates are, however, the 
more important since in each case they furnish complete copies of pre- 
viously published fragments. 

The heterogeneous character of the volume and the wide extent of 
time covered by the texts, measured by millenniums, give a vivid impres- 
sion of the variety and value of the collection and fully justify this form 
of presentation for the first volume, although, as indicated in the preface, 
it by no means covers the range of the collection as a whole. 

The new items of fresh interest in the texts are many and varied. 
Such are two new building inscriptions of Entemena (Nos. 4 and 5). 
No. 10 records the building of a temple at Marad by a hitherto unknown 

'Miscellaneous Inscriptions in the Yale Babylonian Collection. By Albert T. 
Clay. "Yale Oriental Series, Babylonian Texts," Vol. I. New Haven: Yale Uni- 
versity Press, 1915. xii-|-io8+lv pages. $5.00. 
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son of Naram-Sin. No. 13 gives a new king of Guti, No. 14 a new build- 
ing inscription of Galu-utu, ruler of Umma. No. 16 tells of Ur-engur's 
activity in the city of Umma on behalf of the god Shara. No. 28 
presents a group of nine Sumerian laws, in several instances pointing 
to direct dependence on the part of Hammurapi's Code. One of these 
laws suggests an interesting side light on the story of the Prodigal Son, 
as the book points out. A Larsa dynastic list (No. 32) supplies six new 
rulers, making fourteen in all and showing conclusively the correctness 
of Thureau-Dangin's suggestion made in 1907, that Warad-Sin and Rim- 
Sin were two distinct persons. This text is exceedingly important for 
early Babylonian chronology. The kings Marduk-shapik-zerim and 
Marduk-shapik-zGr-matim, who have hitherto often been confused, are 
likewise clearly distinguished in No. 37. Welcome light is thrown by 
No. 45 upon an obscure order of female votaries and their relation to the 
official religion; but in many respects the most important source material 
is contained in the Yale Syllabary (No. 53), consisting of four columns of 
three hundred and twenty-one lines, and it is not disproportionate that 
Professor Clay has devoted twenty compact pages to its elucidation. 
It contains several hitherto unknown signs with their values, besides 
several hundred new Sumerian and Babylonian values, together with 
about sixty new sign-names. Perhaps the most important items of 
wider interest in the syllabary are the phonetic reading of the ideogram 
for the chief god of Umma as " Shara," the Sumerian equivalent of Nabu 
as "Sullat," and the equation NTN.IB. equals Sumerian "Urta." 

The volume as a whole contains a number of points bearing on the 
Old Testament. The author still more emphatically reiterates his posi- 
tion regarding the culture of Babylonia as set forth in Amurru the Home 
of the Northern Semites. In addition, however, to a restatement of certain 
items of that hypothesis, the author confines himself to a number of 
rather vague inferences as pointing in the same direction. 

The writer assumes that the equation of the names in Gen. 14:1 
with Babylonian equivalents of Hammurapi's time is so certain that 
although text No. 32 excludes the equation Warad-Sin equals Arioch, 
he can only conclude that Rim-Sin equals Arioch, but how this is to be 
done he does not explain, while the categorical assertion that not a single 
discovery has in any way impaired the accuracy of Gen. 14 is a purely 
negative statement. One might say without contradicting it that no 
discovery has yet confirmed its accuracy. No. 32 adds weight to the 
criticism of Johns. 1 

1 The Relations between the Laws of Babylonia and the Laws of the Hebrew Peoples, 
pp. 18 fi. 
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The interpretation of the dream omen, referring to Belshazzar and 
his father (No. 39), might be understood as placing Belshazzar of the 
Book of Daniel on the same plane of historicity. "The peculiar identifi- 
cation" of the two characters, however, in the omen is not without paral- 
lel in Babylonia and in no sense confuses the functions of the two men. 
The omen clearly adds emphasis to the romance character of the Book 
of Daniel. Nos. 46-51 are interpreted as bearing upon the Babylonian 
Sabbath idea, and this explanation seems attractive, but just what the 
bearing is, is clear neither from the text nor from the commentary. It is 
to be hoped that more tablets of this sort with further explanations of 
their contents may be brought to light. 

The plates are beautifully done and the book painstakingly edited, 
very few slips being apparent. The following were noticed: p. 20, 1. 10 
(transliteration), na of ma-na omitted; p. 22, 1. 52, ma for mu; p. 28, 
1. 6, No. 1905 should be No. 1283 (cf. p. 33) ; p. 31, 1. 3, -i-lu for ilu; p. 45, 
1. 1, ki is added; p. 56, 1. 3 (transliteration of No. 40), mei for me twice; 
p. 58, 1. 9, mu for mm, 1. 12, -li-ku for lik-ma; p. 62, 1. 5 (No. 44), E of 
E-zi-da is not in transcription. 

The book as a whole fully comes up to the standard of excellence 
which has come to be associated with Professor Clay's work, and espe- 
cially its careful historical and philological treatment makes it one of 
the most important recent publications in its field. 

Leroy Waterman 
University op Michigan 
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This volume is a detailed study of the first eleven chapters of Genesis 
and is intended to be the first of a series that is to cover the whole Bible. 
The author makes no pretense to originality, but presents in a popular 
and very convincing way the interpretation of the early narratives of 
Genesis as generally held by modern scholars, with particular promi- 
nence given to the views of Gunkel. Chap, i is introductory, whereas 
chaps, ii-xii are given over to a study of the several narratives, grouped 
topically and arranged under the different sources from which they were 
drawn by the biblical editors. Chaps, xiii and xiv give a summary of 
the teachings of Gen., chaps, i-n, in which the difference in point of 
view of the documents is well brought out, as are likewise the permanent 

1 Israel's Account of the Beginnings. By Walter M. Patton. New York: Pilgrim 
Press, 1016. zu+182 pages. 



